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To give in their votes for the following officers and question, viz: — 

Governor, 

Lientenant-Governor, 

Secretary, 

“Treasurer, 

Auditor, 

Attorney-General, 

Councillor, 

Senator, 

Representative in the General Court, 

District Attorney, 

County Commissioner, 

Two Special Commissioners, 

Sheriff, 

Also to vote “‘Yes”’ or “No” in answer to the question: Is it expedient 
that municipal suffrage be granted to women? 


Result of ballot as declared and recorded :— 
Governor:— 
Elbridge Gerry Brown of Brockton, People’s Party, 2 
Frederic T. Greenhaige of Lowell, Republican, 73. 
Edward Kendall of Cambridge, Prohibition, 2 
George Fred. Williams of Dedham Democratic 36 
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DR NAMES. sstpexce, | BY WHOM AND wiik! 
DATE. | NAMES. RESIDENCE. WARIEDS 
1505. 
Reb. 20. |Hdwin B. Bicknell, » |Mitis Rey, Albert 1. Wheelock, 
Jessie M. Adams . ‘ ~ [Millis Millis. 
Apr. S . j|Geo, A. Finley. . . |Donelass Rev. Albert H. Wheelock, 
Annie Dennis q : . |Millis Millis, 
May 6 . /Thomms Keefe... [Millis Rey. Thos. B. Lowney, 
Massie Mongavin \ - |Medway . Medwn AS 
July 8 . /Thomas D. O'Riley. - |Medway . Rey. Thos. B, LOGS 
Mary A. Crowley 5 » |Milliss . 
Sept, 10. |isract HW. Downing =~ . |Cambridge Rey. Albert H, w Rea 
Carrie G. Adams , * » JMS Millis, 
Sept. 1. |Willinm Kianders = }MAltis; ~— s Rey. Albert H. Wheelock, 
\Monloa A. Simmons . » |Millis . Millis, 
Vet. 60. [Albert nesbu . . {Millis ~ j|Rev. P, Webber, 
Hattie A. Pratt . . . y pono) 5 Westboro, 
Nov. 16. |William M, Fisher. . « |Revy, Albert HAW weak 
Minnie Low Sicilia Millis 4 Millis: 
Dec. A. [William T, 5 . |Boston - |Rey, Albert H. Wheeloc 
Sarah EF, McKensie |) /Mullis 5 Millis. 
Dee, 25. \Jnumes W. Warner. + |Millis . |Rev. Benj. R. ea 
Mabel B, Hepbarn . ~ |Millis . Boston. 
Dec. 26. Gustavus Forbes, jr. Medway . . |Rev, Albert H. Wheelock, 
Amy C. Jones : . Millis : Millis. 
1896, 
Jan. J. Clarence Thorne .  . |Millis  .  . |Rev. Albert H.Wheelock, 
" [Betsey FR. Clark. » |Millis . 5 Millis. 
DEATHS RECORDED IN MILLIS F =f YE INDING JAN, 31, 
ese 
DATE. | NAME. AGE. PLACE OF BURIAL. 
M. dD. 
. |Moses Richardson . 6 7) Millis. 
. \Willard E. Blake. < e West Medway. 
. Oyrus Daniels . . ‘ ill 
. [Salome H. Powell 2) ks 
. Jennie A. Darling A L 
. |Rurah H. Watson ‘ 5 
. [Hannah P. William a 
. Nathaniel Adams . < 
. |Lottie L. Sawyer . * . 6 
. [Prank ‘T. Knights ‘ : 8 
+ |Hattie B. Leonard 5 5 
. |Abizail D. Holbrook “ 3 
. |Mabel E. Sawyer Pan 6 Millis: 
. [Robert F. Thompson. —. 10 Medway. 
» {Warren D. Coffey... L Wrentham. 
- John Roynane  . . . Worcester. 
. (Catherine Sullivan. . Medway. 
. (George B.Riee . - 40 3 1) Mill 
» |Pateick Kelly + = | 0 Boston. 
. |Anpie N. mE ESoR . Medwa, 

INTERMENTS IN MILLIS, DEATH OCCURRING IN OTHER PLACES. 
—_—_—_———_—_ Oe... 
DATE. NAME. PLACE OF DEATH. 

1s. | 
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HEREWITH submit my report of the receipts and ex- 


penditures of the town tor the year ending Jan. 31, 1806. 
Oscoop T. Dean, Treasurer, 
In account with the Town of Mitts, Mass. 


Dr. 
Balance . a ; ; : ; a 3 3 : - $ 1.179 41 
J. W Longstreet & Co. loan : : : : 15-9049 34 
Treasurer of Commonwealth. corporation tax. 5 3 01 
Town of Winchester, poor department 5 : 3 A 6 co 
2 00 


Auctioneers license 
Louis LaCroix, unclaimed bank balance 

Pediar s license : 7 

Town of Kingston, poor department 

Millis Savings Bank, loan 

City of Boston, poor department 

Holliston Savings Bank. loan 

City of Boston, poor department = 2 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. school appropriation 
American Loan and Trust Co. 
Treasurer of Commonwealth. corp 
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School committee. sate of books . 
George Myers, poor department . 
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HE board of selectmen organized with W. P. Clark 
chairman, L. LaCroix clerk, and H. E. Hosmer as super- 
intendent of streets. 

We have endeavored to keep within the appropriations of 
the several departments. 

The woodwork of the suspension bridge at Rockville was 
found to be in an unsafe condition, and has been replaced by 
new hard pine at an expense of about $100. : 

The factory bridge at Rockville will need some new plank- 
ing next season. 

The Main street river bridge will have to be entirely new 
planked in the spring, and should be done of the very best 
material, as the amount of travel over this bridge renders 
spruce planking a waste of time and material. 


HiGcuways. 

The highways are in good condition asa whole. A large 
portion of the highway work has been done on streets outside 
the centre that have been neglected in past years. 

The special appropriation for new streets was expended on 
Lavender street, making it much better than formerly. 


and tean f 
d team 


wire, labor 1 50 
00 


" 
LAVIN ur New STREETS 


F 
V Med: 
own a 7 
I E u Si : 


Vs, Town oF Mitiis.—Der 
ppropri. gi 
p cViliis 


“THE following report is respectfully presented for the 
year ending Jan. 31, 1896;— 
RECEIPTS, 

Appropriated by the town ? : 
Town of Winchester, on account J. J. Maloney 
Town of Kingston, on account Mrs. Drew 
George Myers. on account 
City of Boston 


Total re 


S}pts 


Total expenditures 


Unespended balance 


EXPENDITURES, 
The board has approved the following bills :— 


MRS. RUTH C. HARDING. 


Millis ‘ain store, groceries 
Ge Myers, rent . 
Dr. FP. Hamlin 


Amount carried 
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For the Year Ending Jan. 31, 1896. 


HE board of engineers and forest fire wards of the Millis 
fire department organized May 1, 18905, with George R. 
Hill chief and J. S. Adams clerk. 
Owing to declination of Oliver A. Clark, Fred Swarman 
was appointed to fillthe vacancy. 
We would report the fire apparatus in good condition, and 
would recommend an appropriation of $500 for general ex- 
penses for ensuing year. 


Fires DurinG YEAR. 


April 5, ’95.—Grass on land of E. L. Holbrook. 

May 4.—Woodland of J. H. Leland. 

May 6.—Woodland of J. H. Leland. 

May 7-—Woodland of ls W. Daniels. 

May 10.—Barn of Mrs. C. B. Russ. 

May 31.—House of Lawrence McDonough, 

June 8.—Woodland on Sherman Park. 

June 15.—Woodland of P. R. Clark. 

Jan. 4, '96.—Grass on land of J. H. Thorne, E. L. Holbrook, 
M. A. Ware, and John Shea. 
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7 OUR commissioners have followed the same general 
y course in the care of the grounds as has been done in pre- 
vious years. 

We think it would be a eood plan to have the driveway and 
walks named, so that in selling or describing a lot, it would be 
easy to locate the same. 

Mr. H. R. Richardson has had town water put in as far as 
his lot, at his expense. 

The driveway near the circle has been raised to a proper 
grade, at private expense. 

There has been wood sold to the amount of $3.15, and the 
same paid to town treasurer. 

Two burial lots sold, amount $15, and same is due the town 
from the purchasers. 

There has been paid for labor as follows — 


H. E. Hosmer. 2 bills. labor Fi ; 3 z : . . $20 90 
G. Hunt . ‘ : ‘ A - R 2 : 5 - i 491 
George Morrell, labor, 2 bills 975 
Wom. Knight . i ; . 5 < . 4 é ‘ 1 50 
H. E. Hosmer, labor and team 5 62 
S. H. Frink, labor 3 45 


M. Splain, labor . ; 5 ‘ ‘ : 5, 


- than usual 

work, there being a duplicate book to fill out for the State 
House, and the anomalous condition of a portion of the pro- 
perty in town having raised quite a number of questions 
somewhat doubtful as to their ultimate outcome. Only one 
of these remains in question, and the board has been advised 
by some of the best authorities in the state to collect the tax 
and test the question, but as it is probably a tax levied only 
for one year, the board, in view of the condition of matters, 
thought best not to try the case, but to leave the matter at 
least till the town could consider it for itself. 

There have been no abatements turned in by the collector 
for three years now, a matter which it seems to us must 
necessarily create a deficiency in the treasury, which with the 
necessarily large sum needed for debt and interest, together 
with the grants for the running expenses, will make a large 

call on the town for the ensuing year. 

In view of the facility with which money seems to be pro- 
vided for all calls on the Legislature and on the county (our 
county tax being over eight hundred dollars ($800) this year 
as against two hundred ($209) a short time since), and also in 
view of the large expenditures by the many commissioners 


HE assessors have to report a year of mor. 


45 


created and who seem to be responsible to no one for any- 
thing (see statement of the attorney-general for the state), 
and when we look back for a few years and compare our tax 
bills with those of our forefathers and find they have increased 
about seventeen hundred per cent, it may be wise for us to 
consider carefully the question of grants at the ensuing town 
meeting. 

One of our ablest writers on financial subjects, and the one 
who did more than any other living man to carry us through 
the money difficulties of 1869-1865, has recently given it as 
his opinion that taxation in civilized countries has reached its 
limit. It seems to be the general opinion and it certainly is 
that of the present board that our valuation is altogether too 
high, yet you all are aware that the money voted must be 
raised, and that a reduction of the valuation is only raising 
the rate. We will only add that we have endeavored to the 
best of our ability to divide the appropriation as evenly and 
as fairly as we could. We will also say that one of our num- 
ber attended the annual meeting of the state board of assess- 
ors, and we recommend that in the future, by a vote of the 
town, it should be made the duty of at least one of the board 
to be present at all future meetings of the state board. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Joun M. Crane, 
ASAHEL F. Lovett, 
Epmunpb N. Crark, 


Assessors. 


REPORT OF 
THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


Yo the Citisens of the Town of Milles — 


N presenting our annual report to the Town of Millis, we 

regret that we were unable to maintain the schools for ‘the 
school year of 36 weeks without calling foran additional appro- 
priation. Strict economy was practised, and we invite the 
closest inspection of the finances in order that superfluous 
expenditure, if there be any in the school department, may be 
done away with in the future. 

The Grange Hall has been hired for another year for the 
sum of $125, which is $25 less than last year, and the tuition 
to the Medway High School has been paid to Jan. 1, 1896. 

William H. Thorne and John H. Ingraham were appointed 
truant officers for the past year, and their services have been 
required but a tew times. 


TEACHERS. 

The town has been fortunate in retaining the services of 
the same teachers, with one exception, that were employed 
the previous year. 

Miss S. O. Newhouse, one of our brightest and best teach- 
ers, resigned in March, and Miss Nora M. Cragin, a graduate 
of the Salem Normal School, was elected in her place. Miss 
Cragin showed marked ability in her work, but was called to 
a better position in Everett at the close of the fall term. 

Miss A. M, G. Newman, a teacher of some experience, was 
elected to fill the vacancy, and thus far has exhibited qualities 
which indicate the successful teacher. 

Miss Mills stili continues her good work in, the Ellice 
school. 
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Miss I. L. Fox, who has been a faithful teacher in our 
schools for three and one-half years, resigned the last day ot 
January, and Miss Blanche Trufant was elected in her place. 

The committee congratulate themselves in securing the 
services of Mr. D. Henry Whipple as principal of Adams 
grammar school for another year, and the exceptionally high 
grade of the school is more noticeable as the length of his 
term of service increases. 

In Miss Trufant he has had an able and efficient assistant, 
and it was with much regret on the part of your committee 
that it was deemed expedient to discontinue the assistant's 
position. 

We wish to especially call the attention of the citizens to 
the high average percentage of attendance in the schools, and 
particularly to that of the grammar school. This speaks well 
for the faithful work of the teachers, and shows a co-Operation 
of pupils and parents. 

At the commencement of the fall term the pupils in Dan- 
iell school were so few in numbers that it was thought best to 
close the school and transport the scholars to the centre 
schools, thus giving the children the advantages of better 

_ graded schools, and making a financial saving to the town of 
four dollars ($4) per week. The cost of maintaining Daniell 
school averaged about nine dollars ($9) per week, and the 
town is now paying five dollars ($5) per week for transporta- 
tion of its scholars. f 

Closing the outlying schools and bringing the children to 
the centre schools is not a new method by any means, it hav- 
ing been adopted by many towns throughout the state, and 
always results in better educational advantages for the chil- 
dren, 

Last June, for the first time, diplomas were given to the 
graduating class of Adams grammar school, and the closing 
exercises were made more public than formerly by holding 
them in the Grange Hall. This was accomplished at slight 
cost, and the town should consider itself more than repaid by 
the added zest with which the pupils did their school work. 
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in the true sense, a leader, will find little difficulty in securing 
earnest study, accurate effort, and hearty co-operation from 
his pupils. : 

More than ever before has this spirit been present, and have 
these conditions been fulfilled. 1t is but simple justice to the 
teachers of Millis to say, that, as a class, they have proved 
themselves able, faithful, and enthusiastic, deserving of heart- 
ier endorsement and warmer personal encouragement from 
parents and citizens in general than they have ever received. 
A glance at the list of those called from Millis to more ex- 
tensive and far more remunerative fields of labor within the 
last five years will convince any disinterested person of the 
truth of this statement. 

People in general seem, in some particulars, incredibly care- 
less and heedless in respect to the education of the young. 
Having enrolled their children at the earliest possible age in 
the primary school—deposited them, as it were, in the hopper 
of the educational mill, with the comfortable assumption that 
they will in due time be ground out in the form of finished 
product—they calmly wash their hands of all responsibility 
in the matter, and serenely await the, to them, inevitable re- 
sult. 

This is not a kind of procedure which will ensure the child’s 
graduation, either with or without honor, or his gathering from 
his course the many benefits which it extends to him. It 
would be far better for all concerned if parents would find, or 
make, time to visit the schools frequently. The pupil is in- 
spired by such visits, the teacher is encouraged by them, and 
the parent himself, enlightened by direct observation respect- 
ing methods, plans, and difficulties, is enabled so to aid both 
teacher and pupil, by the display of sympathy, home interest, 
and common sense, that marvelous improvement follows. 

What business man would, for an instant, dream of building 
and fitting with all modern improvements an extensive facto- 
ry, placing therein the most costly machinery, employing the 
most skilful workmen, using the most valuable materials, and 
then be content, while passing the factory daily, never to in- 
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grammar in the higher grades than has heretofore been possi- 
ble. 

In Geography the topical method has been followed exclu- 
sively, and pupils have been encouraged to collect and bring 
to the schoolroom, for temporary or permanent use, articles of 
interest or curiosities from various countries. The mid- 
year finds the work somewhat in advance of that of previous 
years at the same time. 

A systematic course in Nature Work, embracing the study 
of animals, plants in their season, ete., has been begun in all 
grades. In addition to cultivating the observation and in- 
creasing the technical knowledge of the child, this has served, 
to some extent,.as a basis for language work. 

The usual progress has been made in arithmetic. An un- 
necessary amount of labor is entailed upon the teachers, and an 
undue strain inflicted upon the eyesight of the pupils, by the 
use of the present text-books in this study. I would recom- 
mend the adoption of some more modern series of arithme- 
tics, each book containing a sufficient quantity of examples to 
obviate the necessity of placing on the blackboards, by the 
teacher, problems to be selved by the class. The cost of this 
change, at the present school rates of exchange offered by 
publishers, would be almost nominal. 

The superiority of the “word and sentence” method of 
teaching reading becomes more strikingly apparent as those 
instructed exclusively in this manner enter the grammar 
grades. It is to be hoped that when the last of the pupils 
trained under the “Do I go up, I do go up, See me go up” sys- 
tem shall have graduated, good readers will have become the 
rule, instead of the exception in our schools. 

In the meantime, our pupils are learning to consider the 
sentence as the unit of thought, are beginning to read with 
proper expression and emphasis, and are making free use of 
our small stock of whole pieces of good literature, as supple- 
mentary reading. 

I would recommend increasing this stock assoon and as 
often as our finances will permit. 
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gusted and discouraged the members of two entire classes by 
remanding them to the rooms from which they were promoted 
eight months azo; discharged an assistant from the Grammar 
School in the winter, simply to hire another for the Primary 
School in the spring; and all for a net saving of perhaps $75. 

Economy is necessary, we know, but is such action as this 
true economy? Is there any other department of town 
affairs which surpasses this, either in importance or in the 
returns yielded? With our average amount expended per 
pupil falling seventeen per cent below the average for the 
state, and with Millis ranking nineteen in the list of twenty- 
seven Norfolk Co. towns, on the same basis, in 1894-5, the 
year of our largest appropriation for educational purposes, the 
tax-payers may rest assured that no money has been wasted, 
and that none will be wasted. Can we not retrench in some 
other direction, and maintain our position in this particular? 

“Economy is not parsimony; it is, rather, a wise and judi- 
cious expenditure.” 

To keep the schools on their present excellent footing will 
require an appropriation equal to that of 1894-5. Poorer 
schools can be had for less money, but do our citizens wish 
for poorer schools ? 


Criticism. 

Intelligent criticism is both interesting and instructive, and 
is always welcome, but indiscriminate railing, by men igno- 
rant of their subject, is useless and harmful. 

That the vast majority of Massachusetts citizens believe in 
education and in modern methods and aims in teaching is 
apparent from the fact that the Commonwealth has always 
led the van in educational progress, and continues to lead 
today. Of course there are pessimists who believe that 
steam is an abomination, and electricity an invention of the 
evil one; but, as a whoie, the world does move. We would 
hot willingly go back to the weekly mail, the flintlock musket, 
and the spinning wheel, though each was excellent in its day, 
and then seemed almost perfect. Of course the grass is-never 
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quite so green, the rivers never quite so wide, and the mountains 
never quite so lofty now, as they were when we were young. 
Still, is it not possible that a part, at least, of the change is in 
us? Shall we not boast a little less of “the good old times,” 
and encourage our children to believe that there may be some 
good in modern ideas, modern methods, and modern schools? 
“It is a fact that the children in Massachusetts get nearly 
twice as much education as the average for the nation, and 
her people earn, on the average, seventy-three cents a day for 
every man, woman, and child, while the average for the Union 
is but forty cents. This is upon the authority of Dr. W. T. 
Harris, the United States Commissioner of Education. 
“Does education pay?” 


ConsoliDATION AND TRANSPORTATION. 


During the past term the Daniell school has been closed, 
and the pupils furnished transportation to the schools at the 
centre. This has brought before us, in concrete form, the 
problem which has aroused so much discussion in many Mas- 
sachusetts towns, viz: Shall small outlying schools be discon- 
tinued, and, if so, to what extent shall the town furnish trans- 
portation for the pupils to the graded schools ? 

There is a very strong tendency on the part of intelligent 
and progressive communities toward closing schools of the 
kind mentioned. The amount of money expended by the 
towns in the state, under the provisions of the statute of 1869, 
for transportation of children to school, has increased from 
$22,118.38 in 1889, to $63,617.68 in 1894. The average annual 
increase will undoubtedly swell the figures for 1895 to $75,000. 
The expenditure for this purpose increased in 1894, in Barn- 
stable Co. over 13 per cent, in Middlesex Ce. over 30 per 
cent, and in the state over 25 per cent. 

These figures prove conclusively that the ultimate policy of 
most Massachusetts towns will be to consolidate their schools 
and to furnish transportation. 

The only question open is, what plan of conveyance shall 
be followed ? 
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REPORT of THE 
HE board would say that the general condition of the 
library is excellent, and it gives us much pleasure to re- 
port that the appearance of the bi reflects with credit on 
the citizens who are in the habit of taking them out. It was 
decided after some question at the opening of the library to 
leave the books uncovered, and now after ten years we think 
the result fully justifies ouraction. With the eption of an 
occasional turning down of deg-ears for marks and now and 
then a marked sentence, the treatment has been excellent. 
The new catalogue, after some considerable delay that seemed 
unavoidable, was received in the summer, and has been ob- 
tainable of the librarian at all times since at twenty-five cents, 
which is a little below the cost The catalogue will be found 
on examination to be very somes te, enabling almost any one 
to find any particular article or essay contained in any of the 
volumes ; and for the great care and labor taken the town is 
indebte.| to the Rev. Mr. Wheelock, without whom we should 
have been obliged to employ a competent expert from out of 
town at a serious expense. We are also much indebted to 
Mr. Whipple for much time and labor cheerfully given. 
We were sorry to receive the resignation of Mrs. E. F. 
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Lovell as librarian on July 1, a place she had faithfully and 
continuously filled for ten years. Ata meeting of the board 
Miss LaCroix was elected to fill the vacancy, but as she soon 
left town, Miss Bessie Clark was selected to fill the vacancy; 
but as changes seemed to come fast the position fell into the 
hands of Mrs. Clarence Thorne, partly through the action of 
an official not a member of the board ; but as one of our mem- 
bers was a party to the affair we acquiesced with pleasure. 

We have received and put up the cases mentioned in the 
last report as contracted for. We have re-bound quite a num- 
ber of the books and the magazines up to date. 

We have an order with Estes & Lauriat for a copy of that 
valuable book “Battles and Leaders in the Civil War’ (4 
large vols.,) provided one could be had at a reduction from the 
regular price, viz.,"$25. After two years we were fortunate 
enough last spring to get a copy in fine order for $13.50 In 
all there have been added to the library in ’95 with the maga- 
zines and books purchased and some received from the state, 
about 50 volumes. 

Regarding the library as the trustees do, as only second to 
the schools, they will add in closing that it is their hope that 
the town will continue not only the same but an increased in- 
terest, especially in some of the more valuable books. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


J. M. Crane, 
For the Board. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF PuBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEES. 


RECEIPTS. 
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_ REPORT OF THE WATER COMMISSIONERS. 


To the Citisens of the Town of Millis :— 

E report the following :— 

“It was voted that the town of Millis, for the pur- 
poses of paying the costs of the purchase of the franchise, 
corporate property, and all the rights and privileges of the 
Millis Water Co., and the necessary expenses and liabilities 
incurred or which may be incurred under the provisions of 
Chanter 246 of the Acts of the vear 1892, issue its bonds, 
notes, or scrip to an amount not exceeding in the aggre- 
gate thirty thousand dollars ($30000). Said bonds, notes, 
or scrip shall bear on their face the words, ‘Millis Water 
Loan,” shall be payable at the expiration of periods not ex- 

" ceeding thirty (30) years from the date of passage of this vote, 
shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding four per cent per 
annum, and shall be signed by the treasurer and counter- 
signed by the board of water commissioners of this town. 
Said board of water commissioners shall have full discretion 
in the matter of determining whether bonds, notes, or scrip 
shall be issued, and the rate of interest not exceeding four 
per cent, as in their judgment the best interests of the town 
demand.” 

In accordance with the above vote it was found best to issue 
$30,000 in one thousand-dollar bonds, payable in 30 years at 4 
per cent interest. The bonds commenced bearing interest 
Jan. 1, 1895, and were made payable with interest at the State 
St. Safe Deposit & Trust Co. They were sold at a premium 
of 104, and amounted with premium and accrued interest to 
$31,672 33. The temporary loan of $29,000 was paid, $1,200 
was retained for the first year’s interest, $1,489 61 was put on 
deposit, and in accordance with instructions from the town 
$650 was deposited as a sinking fund. 
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protected by hydrants, and in the near future if would be wise 
to connect from that point to the large main on Irving 
street, thus having a complete circuit. A breakage in one of 
the mains would not then necessarily stop connection with 
the stand-pipe. 

In looking over the water register’s account you will notice 
a balance of $285.29 from the earnings of the year after pay- 
ment of all expenses covering the same time. To show the 
true earnings of the water department it is but fair to add 
$300, which was paid this year for unusual expenses, and in 
allowing for the hydrants the same as has been paid by the 
town for their use heretofore. 
15 hydrants one year at $50 ; - $750 00 
1 hydrant six months $ 25 00 


a ENS) 
would make a true balance to the credit of the water depart- 
ment of $1,360.29. The services not in use during the year 
would amount to an income of about $409. 

Advantage was taken of the coal market some time ago and 
a large quantity was put in at an unusually low price. There 
is enough coal on hand to last until May 4, having a present 
value of S150. 

There was considersble controversy on the part of some of 
the town officers due to the charge by the water department 
for the use of the water by the town in its various depart- 
ments. In view of that fact, and that the town refused to 
make any appropriations for hydrant service, your commis- 
sioners would recommend that the town appropriate the sum 
of $1,200 for the use of the water for the ensuing year, the 
said sum to be used in payment of the interest on the bonds, 
$600 coming due on June 1 and $600 on Jan. 1. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Cc. W. Emerson, 
Tuomas Harpinc, 
Evan F. RicHARDSON, 
Water Comuntsstoners. 


Millis, Feb. 1. "96. 


E. F. Richardson, s ater 
postage ress. € 
expendit 


